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The 48h meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay was held on May 26, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. and called to order by Mayor Leo Abbass.
Present:

Mayor Leo Abbass

Councillor James H. Saunders 

Councillor Bill MacKey
Councillor Madelyn Kelly

Councillor Dean Clarke 

Councillor Paul Tsibidis 
Town Manager Al Durno

Town Clerk V. Sheppard 
Director of Economic Development Karen Wheeler

Recording Secretary Donna Jones
Absent: Deputy Mayor Stan Oliver – out of town
Mayor Abbass asked everyone present to stand for a moments silence in memory of former Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor Hank Shouse who passed away on May 19, 2009. Afterwards the Council and the public present at the Council meeting went outside to raise the flags at the Town Hall which had been lowered last week when Mr. Shouse passed away.

The Council meeting reconvened at 5:15 p.m.

1
PROCLAMATION

Mayor Abbass read a Proclamation declaring June as Recreation Month.
2
RETIREMENT DONNA JONES, CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY


Mayor Abbass on behalf of Council thanked Donna Jones for her 28 years of service to the town. Donna will be retiring on June 30, 2009.

3
DELEGATION, Carol Best
a)
Ms. Best addressed the Council as she noted that Council has the item of the Mealy Mountain Auditorium on tonight’s agenda.  She advised she was not at the Council meeting as an arts activist but as a citizen anxiously awaiting the opening of the new auditorium.
b)
DELEGATION, Gerald Dyson

Mr. Dyson addressed the Council concerning the latest on the sewer treatment plant and how much funding will 


be received from the Federal and Provincial governments. Mayor Abbass advised that 5.7 million has been committed Provincially and 4 million committed in Federal funding.  The Town has gone back to the Feds for clarification on their allocation.

c)
Mr. Dyson also commented on the deterioration of the buildings on the north side. He noted this area puts a damper on things when showing people around the town. The buildings there are awful – partly burned down, and knocked down. Mayor Abbass advised that clean up orders have gone out to some of the property owners in that vicinity.
4
ADOPTION OF AGENDA OF THE 48h MEETING
It was moved by Councillor B. MacKey seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis to adopt the agenda of the 48h meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay. Motion Carried unanimously
5
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF the 47th MEETING
It was moved by Councillor B.  MacKey seconded by Councillor M. Kelly to approve the adoption of the minutes of the 47th meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay. Motion Carried unanimously.
6
ACTION REPORT
a)
Mayor Abbass commented on 47th minutes 8(c) regarding the meeting he attended along with the Deputy Mayor and Director Lane at Minister Hickey’s office. 
b)
Mayor Abbass queried 47th minutes 7(g) as to whether CLEDB and the Chamber of Commerce obtained intervener funding for the Lower Churchill Public Consultation.

c)
Mayor Abbass queried 47th minutes 12(b) and noted that the correct name should be the Goose Bay Airport Marketing Committee.
7
CORRESPONDENCE

There were 9 Incoming and 9 Outgoing letters in the Council package.


8
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE – Councillor James H. Saunders

a)
Capital Works 2008-2011
It was moved by Councillor Saunders seconded by Councillor B. MacKey that the 2008-2011 municipal capital works program be amended to allow for increased paving work to be carried out this season by having $1,000,000.00 placed for the paving work and reducing the amount allocated for replacing main water lines. Some of this paving work was originally budgeted and planned to come from Gas Tax Funds (this fund will be spent on projects other than 70/30 cost shared) Motion carried unanimously.
b)
Mealy Mountain Auditorium

It was moved by Councillor J. Saunders seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis that Council retain ownership of the Mealy Mountain Auditorium for a period of one year. This is under the strict condition that there will be absolutely no cost to the Town Council of Happy Valley-Goose Bay for this trial period. The Province through the Departments of Tourism, Culture and Recreation and Labrador Affairs will be putting forth the frame work for setting up a Board which will be responsible for all aspects of running this facility for this period, and this board will answer to the Government of the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador. Motion Carried. Councillor Clarke opposed.
Councillor Clarke thanked the arts committee for making the auditorium come to fruitition and noted it will be a fantastic building, but he is opposed to the motion.  He noted that arts and culture facilities are supposed to be provincially funded and there are 6 in Newfoundland and Labrador now that are funded and we are letting the government off the hook. He also noted this motion will put a strain on town assets i.e., maintenance and snow clearing. He remarked the town is about to bring about a new sewer treatment facility which is going to result in an extra $300 increase in taxes and where are we going to get the money to operate this facility. The Town also has shortfalls in their pension fund which needs to be supplemented. Councillor Clarke felt as the auditorium is attached to the school it should be run by the School Board. He remarked history will show that this is a bad move for the committee and this is another down load to municipalities in a facility which should be run provincially.


c)
Application – 82 Corte Real Road

Application received from Darrell Bennett regarding his property at 82 Corte Real Road to having the building utilized as storage for his company Dandaldar Inc. Further that one apartment be permitted in the building for security purposes.

Recommend to approve conditioned upon the application being advertised as required for public input.

This item was referred back to committee.

It was moved by Councillor J. Saunders seconded by Councillor B. MacKey to approve the Municipal Services Committee Report as presented. Motion Carried unanimously.
d)
Land Application – Mealy Mountain Reality

Application received from Mealy Mountain Reality for Crown Land 30 x 65mm located behind their property located at 418 Hamilton River Road to be used for the construction of an office building and parking area. Committee recommends approving the request subject to the following conditions, a) both the Crown Land and existing parcel to be consolidated to form one parcel.

e)
Land Application – Gerald Saunders
Application received from Gerald Saunders for Crown Land 150 x 300 feet located on the Trans Labrador Highway to be used for a cottage. Committee recommends denying this request.

f)
Land Application – Leona Roberts
Application received from Leona Roberts for Crown Land 150 x 300 ft located on the Trans Labrador Highway to be used for a cottage. Committee recommends denying this request.

g)
Land Application – Hickey’s Construction

Application received from Hickey’s Construction for Crown Land 100 x 200 meters located on the Trans Labrador Highway to be used for a sawmill. Committee recommends denying this request.

h)
Land Application – Ryan Mercer and Jonathon Dyson


Application received from Ryan Mercer and Jonathon Dyson for Crown Land 150 x 300 feet located on the Trans Labrador Highway to be used for a cottage. Committee recommends approval.

i)
Concerned Citizen – Information Item
Letter received from a concerned citizen on Bird Street regarding the litter problem that has developed on Bird Street since Mealy Mountain High School opened.

j)
Letter
Committee recommends writing the Base Commander at 5 Wing Goose Bay inquiring about any concern they may have regarding development in the three flight paths.

k)
Letter
Committee recommends that Council write the provincial government and DND requesting that they consider placing flight path signs on the Trans Labrador Highway.

l)
Request – Gerald Tobin

Committee recommends that Council write Mr. Tobin advising that we are unable to change the street name but we have added the Vickers name to our street name list.

9
TOURISM, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE – Councillor B. MacKey

It was moved by Councillor B. MacKey seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis to approve the Tourism Parks and Recreation Committee Report as presented. Motion Carried unanimously.
a)
Parks and Recreation Committee Report
The Parks and Recreation Committee report for the period April 21 – May 19, 2009 was presented to Committee.
b)
Letter
Committee recommends that Council write Col. Bowerman, 5 Wing Goose Bay requesting that the town be considered for any excess gym equipment.



c)
Purchase of Equipment

Committee recommends purchasing a utility tractor from Nfld Kubota Ltd. at a cost of $23,052.00 including HST and FOB Lewisporte.

d)
RexPlex
The design for Phase II is 99% complete and will be brought to Council for adoption.

e)
Parks and Recreation Conference – Corner Brook
Councillor MacKey noted that he attended the conference in Corner Brook.

f)
Letter
Mayor Abbass requested a letter of congratulations be sent to Trevor Paine on winning the Pitcher Plant Award.

g)
Firefighters Flea Market

Mayor Abbass commented on this successful event and wondered if a Saturday morning market could be a regular event. Councillor MacKey will run this by Director Lane. The Mayor extended congratulations to the Fire Department on holding a successful event.

10
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Councillor D. Clarke
It was moved by Councillor D. Clarke seconded by Councillor M. Kelly to approve the Economic Development Committee Report as presented.

Motion Carried unanimously.
a)
Information Items
Enclosed in council’s package for council information were the following items:

· List of meetings attended

· ACOA funding programs

· Minutes of Atlantic Mayors Congress – April 17-18,2009

· Joint Review Panel – EA process meeting May 10/09

· Expo Labrador registration forms

· Goose Bay Airport Development Committee upcoming meeting on May 27/09



b)
UVS Canada Conference
UVS Canada Conference will be held November 2-5, 2009 in Victoria, BC

c)
East West North Update
Enclosed in Council package was information regarding the East West North Expo. Committee recommends that council advise East West North organization that we will no longer be involved with this event.

d)
ACOA Funding
Committee recommends that council apply for funding under the ACOA’s community adjustment fund and the Recreational Infrastructure Canada Fund:

· Upgrades to arena  - boards, floor, piping and ice plant

· Phase 3 of the RecPlex

e)
Meeting

Committee recommends that Council establish a focus group to advise Council of the direction for ways and means to deal with the environmental assessment regarding the Lower Churchill project.
11
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE – Councillor M. Kelly

It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis to approve the Finance and Administration Committee report with the exception of Business Session items. Motion Carried unanimously.
a)
Newco Metal & Auto Recycling - Renewal Agreement
Committee recommends that Council enter into an agreement with Newco Metal & Auto Recycling for the acquisition of scrap metals at the town landfill site at a cost of $1,000.00

b)
Approval to Borrow – CSIF Funding – Sewage Treatment Project

Committee recommends that Council borrow the town’s one third share of the Canada Strategic Infrastructure Fund for a wastewater treatment lagoon project up to the amount of $5,500,000.00. The project is $16,500,000.00 in total and cost shared one third Federal, one third 

Provincial and one third Municipal government. The above amount will be borrowed from the Royal Bank of Canada over a period of fifteen years.

c)
Cost Shared Agreement – CSIF Funding – Sewage Treatment Project

Committee recommends that the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay agrees to contribute one third of the total eligible cost up to a maximum of $5,500,000.00 toward the total cost of $16,500,000.00 for a wastewater treatment lagoon project under the Canada Strategic infrastructure fund.

d)
Fines Report – April 2009 

Enclosed in Council’s package was the traffic fines report for April 2009.

e)
Request Law Enforcement Torch Run Committee

Request received from the Law Enforcement Torch Run Committee for a contribution towards their charity – Special Olympics. Committee recommends denying this request as we are contributing on a local basis.

f)
Complaints Report – April 2009

Enclosed in Council’s package was the complaints report for April 2009.

g)
Request – Canadian Cancer Society

Request for sponsorship received from the Canadian Cancer Society Relay for Life being held on May 29, 2009. Committee recommends denying this request as we participate in the local relay for life.

h)
Fuel Reports
Enclosed in Council package are reports for April 23 and May 7, 2009.

i)
Auditing Services
Committee recommends that Council tender for the town’s auditing services.

12
APROVAL OF CHEQUES



It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis to approve cheques in the amount of $645,595.58. Motion Carried unanimously.
	CHEQUE 

NUMBER
	PAY TO THE ORDER OF
	CHEQUE AMOUNT

	
	
	

	00004591
	TERRY’S TENTS & SHOE REPAIR
	776.05

	00004589
	SWITCH ELECTRICAL
	956.55

	00004587
	SPEEDY GLASS
	630.54

	00004585
	PARTS FOR TRUCKS
	882.29

	00004569
	GOOSE BAY MOTORS
	699.03

	00004565
	COMPUTERS & COMMUNICATIONS
	3,810.36

	00004557
	ALPA EQUIPMENT
	2,465.34

	00004625
	PROVINCIAL AIRLINES LTD
	794.77

	00004614
	MISTA SHIPU CONSTRUCTION
	35,556.77

	00004615
	MISTA SHIPU CONSTRUCTION
	549,755.54

	00004637
	DOWNHOME INCORPORATED
	723.20

	00004638
	GOOSE BAY WHOLESALERS
	566.13

	00004644
	LABRADOR TRADITIONS
	1,847.55

	00004645
	LABRADORIAN PRINTERS
	789.87

	00004646
	LEWIS CONCRETE FORMING
	2,108.00

	00004649
	NEWCAP BROADCASTING
	610.20

	00004656
	SPEEDY GLASS
	1,272.72

	00004655
	SAUNDERS EQUIPMENT
	631.67

	00004660
	WESTERN PUMP SERVICES
	8,793.18

	00004736
	BENTLEY’S BEER MARKET
	1,182.55

	00004743
	HARVEY’S TRAVEL
	2,406.43

	00004753
	WESTERN PUMP SERVICES
	7,250.08

	00004752
	TST OVERLAND EXPRESS
	521.86

	00004748
	WALLACE NIPPARD
	581.67

	00004654
	ROYAL BANK VISA
	1,045.25

	00004762
	ADT SECURITY SERVICES
	584.21

	00004764
	COMBINED COUNCILS OF LABRADOR
	3,000.00





	00004768
	GOOSE BAY WHOLESALERS
	711.24

	00004772
	HARVEY’S TRAVEL
	1,649.43

	00004778
	NATIONAL SHOE
	605.34

	00004788
	TENDERS LOUNGE
	2,930.66

	00004789
	TERRY’S TENTS
	533.93

	00004801
	COOPERATORS
	8,923.17

	
	TOTAL
	$645,595.58


13.
COUNCILLORS FORUM
a)
Councillor Clarke remarked he saw the look of disappointment on the faces of those in the Chamber gallery when he gave his reasons for voting against the Mealy Mountain auditorium motion. He said there has to be an opposing view in a democratic society and those were his views.
b)
Councillor Saunders attended the Labrador Friendship Center Annual General Meeting and it was one of the better AGM’s he has attended. He noted there have been a lot of major improvements at the Labrador Friendship Center over the last 2 years.


Councillor Saunders requested a letter be sent to the President and Executive Director of the Labrador Friendship Center on holding a successful AGM and wishing them success in all their future endeavours in the upcoming years.

c)
Councillor Kelly thanked Council and staff on the expressions of sympathy on the death of her brother.

d)
Councillor Kelly congratulated the Editor of The Labradorian on the good news story of finding her daughter.

e)
Councillor Kelly advised that the Urban Municipalities will be meeting in Happy Valley-Goose Bay during June 19 and 20.

f)
Councillor Tsibidis queried the next step with the water supply. The Town Manager advised that the Regional Engineer from Gander will be in town in a few weeks time to discuss this issue.
g)
Councillor Tsibidis noted he has received complaints of taxis not working late hours.



h)
Councillor MacKey noted that clean up crews have been hired and could we have a time period advertised for the length of time the clean up will be held.

There being no other business the Open Session adjourned at 6:45 p.m. reconvening at 7:00 p.m. with a Business Session.

14
BUSINESS SESSION
a)
Property Number 079112
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor D. Clarke that Council allow a 2008 senior rate on the property. Committee recommends denying the request. Motion Carried unanimously.
b)
Property Number 5079269
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor B. MacKey that Council allow a 2009 property discount of the property. Committee recommends denying the request. Motion Carried. Councillor Clarke abstained.
c)
Retirement Policy
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor B. MacKey that a retirement policy be put in place:

(a)
Management Employee be allocated a maximum of $1,000 plus a dinner for the employee and spouse and Council and their spouses

(b)
Union employ allocated a maximum of $1,000 plus a reception

This is for retiring employees only.

Motion Carried unanimously.
d)
Parks and Recreation Director
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor D. Clarke that the Parks and Recreation Director’s salary be increased by $2,000. This is effective May 1, 2009. The employee has completed the probationary period. Motion Carried unanimously.
e)
Property Number 079907001
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor D. Clarke that Council write off the business 


tax and interest for this account pending the conditions of the agreement are met.
f)
Property Number 079907
It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor J. Saunders to write off the interest for this account.  Motion Carried unanimously.
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.


MAYOR LEO ABBASS 


TOWN CLERK VALERIE SHEPPARD
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