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The 44th meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay was held on January 27, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. and called to order by Mayor Leo Abbass.
Present:

Mayor Leo Abbass

Deputy Mayor Stan Oliver

Councillor James H. Saunders 

Councillor Bill MacKey
Councillor Madelyn Kelly

Councillor Dean Clarke 

Town Manager Al Durno

Town Clerk V. Sheppard 
Director of Economic Development Karen Wheeler

Recording Secretary Donna Jones
Absent: Councillor Paul Tsibidis 

1
DELEGATION
a)
Delegation - Fred Loxton
Mr. Loxton addressed the Council and complimented the Labrador Friendship Center for the events they arrange for the benefit of seniors in our area.  Mr. Loxton was looking for Council’s support for a drop in centre for seniors.   The Mayor advised that Council met with the 50+ group awhile back and advised that if there was anything Council could help or assist with we are there to support them.

b)
Delegation, Eldred Davis

Mr. Davis addressed the Council regarding the NL Hydro Lower Churchill project. Mr. Davis has concerns with this project and the damming of the Churchill River. He encouraged the Council to look at the Memorial University Harris Center web site as there is good information on the project on that site.  Mayor Abbass advised that the Council are supporting this project but not at all costs and once a public consultation and information session is conducted.
Mayor Abbass vacated the Chair at 5:25 p.m. as he had a commitment to meet with some people at the Town Hall and Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair. The Mayor returned to the Chair at 5: 30 p.m.
c)
Delegation, Gerald Dyson

Mr. Dyson expressed concern with the high piles of snow plowed up by private contractors in some areas. He felt these posed a safety hazard as the snow was close to power 


lines and could be a danger if children were climbing the snow banks.

2
ADOPTION OF AGENDA OF THE 44th MEETING
It was moved by Deputy Mayor S. Oliver seconded by Councillor B. MacKey to adopt the agenda of the 44th  meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay with additional items 1,3, 4, 6, and 7 added and items 2, 5,9 being referred to the February Finance and Administration meeting and item 8 for Business Session. Motion Carried unanimously.
3 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF the 43rd t MEETING
It was moved by Councillor B. MacKey seconded by Councillor D. Clarke to approve the adoption of the minutes of the 43rd meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay as presented.  Motion Carried unanimously.
4
ACTION REPORT
a) Councillor Clarke queried 43rd page 2 paragraph 2 and whether contact has been made with Federal Minister John Baird regarding infrastructure funding. The Town Manager advised that he contacted Gabrielle Mosher and that this program will go ahead once approved.
b) Councillor Clarke queried 43rd 6(d) and if this meeting concerning Crown Land applications located in the airport flight path could be arranged now.

c) Mayor Abbass queried 43rd 12 (b) and whether this policy is now in place. The Town Clerk advised she will have a presentation for the February Committee meeting. Mayor Abbass also requested that all Committees look at the town policies in our Policy Manual that apply to their departments so these can be updated.

5
CORRESPONDENCE
There were 8 Incoming Letters and 11 Outgoing Letters in the Council Package.
a)
Councillor Clarke commented on Incoming Letter #4 from the Hon. Trevor Taylor concerning progress and commitment to the Trans Labrador Highway.



Mayor Abbass requested that a meeting be arranged with Minister Taylor and Council to discuss our transportation issues.

b) Mayor Abbass commented on Incoming Letter #6 and felt that Council should look at appointing a member to the Stewardship Association of Municipalities Inc. (SAM).

6
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE – Councillor James H. Saunders

Delegation:  Gordon and Hannah Coles

Mr. and Mrs. Coles made presentation to Council at the Committee meeting on January 20, 2009 regarding a Crown Land application behind their property located at 451 Hamilton River Road.

It was moved by Councillor J. Saunders seconded by Deputy Mayor S. Oliver to approve the Municipal Services Committee report as presented. Motion Carried unanimously.

a) Home Based Business Application – Pat Matthews

Application received from Pat Matthews to operate a phone and fax service which will provide the sale of medical uniforms, scrubs and kitchen wear/work wear to the general public, located at 15 Winsor Drive. Committee recommends that Council approve the request subject to the following conditions: a) the request to be advertised for public input, and b) storage of materials not permitted on site.

b) Crown Land Application – Gord Coles

Committee recommends that this item be referred back to Committee for further information.

c) Purchase of Equipment

Committee recommends that Council call tenders for the following equipment:

One sander/dump truck combination

One snow blower (DV400)

One backhoe c/w attachment, and 

Three small vehicles.
It was suggested that a letter be forwarded to Minister Hickey that he contact Municipal Affairs to see how we can offset some of this new equipment cost against the 70/30 funding.
d) 

Street Paving

Committee recommends that Council call tenders for the engineering for the 2009 street paving program.

e)
Cabin lot at Burnt Point

A request from Brian Brown for a cabin lot at Burnt Point will be referred to the February Municipal Services Committee.
Mayor Abbass vacated the Chair at 6:15 p.m. as he had a previous commitment to meet some people at the Town Hall and Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair.

7
TOURISM, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE – Councillor B. MacKey

It was moved by Councillor B. MacKey seconded by Councillor J. Saunders to approve the Tourism Parks and Recreation Committee Report with the addition of the Sno Break request. Motion Carried unanimously.
a) Parks and Recreation Committee Report

Enclosed in Council’s package was the Parks and Recreation Committee Report for the period December 10, 2008 to January 14, 2009.

b) Upcoming events

SnoBreak March 7-14, 2009

Big Land Loppett March 14, 2009

NL Sports Federation Conference April 3-5

Provincial Broomball Championships February 27 – 28 / March 1, 2009

Cirque Festival Inc. Scheduled for June 29, 2009

Mainstream Wrestling Entertainment May 2009

Cain’s Quest – March 2009

Trappers Cup – March 11, 2009

c) Meeting

Committee recommends that Council invite the Deputy Minister of Sports and Recreation to meet with them to discuss issues relative to a regional sports complex for central Labrador.

d) Letter

Committee recommends that Council write Minister Hickey requesting clarification on his comments made in 


the local paper regarding the Town’s position on the regional sports complex.

e) Lake Melville Xtreme Minor Hockey – Letter

Referred to the next Committee meeting.
f) 
SnoBreak Request
Committee recommends granting permission to SnoBreak Committee to use Husky Park for a fireworks display on March 7, 2009.
8.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Councillor D. Clarke
It was moved by Councillor D. Clarke seconded by Councillor J. Saunders to approve the Economic Development Committee Report as presented.

Motion Carried unanimously.

a) Advertising – Labrador Life

Committee recommends that the Town advertise in the four 2009 issues of Labrador Life at a cost of $405.00 plus HST, each issue.

b) Town Website

Committee recommends that the Town website be switched to Smart Labrador’s My Web Maker System.
c) Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada
Committee recommends that the Director of Economic Development attend the PDAC being held in Toronto March 1 - 4, 2009 at a cost of $2,180.00.

d) Torch Relay

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the Olympic Torch Relay.

e) BizPal

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the launch for BizPal.

f) Aurora Energy 2009 Program

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding Aurora Energy 2009 Program.




g) Pre Budget Consultations

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the 2009 Pre-Budget consultation being held in Happy Valley—Goose Bay January 26, 2009.

h) Combined Councils of Labrador – AGM

Combined Councils of Labrador will be hosting their AGM March 12-14, 2009 in North West River, Labrador.

i) LLMTA (Labrador Lake Melville Tourism Association)

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding a meeting of LLMTA held on January 19, 2009.

j) Municipal Sustainability Self-Assessment Report

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the Municipal Sustainability self-assessment report.

k) Regional Marketing Initiative

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the Regional Marketing Initiative.

l) East Meets West Meets North Event

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding East Meets West Meets North event.

m) CLEDB Monthly Meeting
Enclosed in Council’s package are the minutes of the CLEDB Meeting held on January 13, 2009.
9.
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE – Councillor Madelyn Kelly

It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor D. Clarke to approve the Finance and Administration Committee report with the exception of item (g) and (h) which will be voted on separately; and the addition of items: Ground Search and Rescue request; Complaints Report for December; and, information letter from UNDE. Motion Carried unanimously.




a) Festival 500 – Request for Donations

Committee recommends that Council donate $250 towards the 2009 events being held in Happy Valley-Goose Bay February 26-28, 2009.
b) Circular – Department of Municipal Affairs

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding the calculation of interest on overdue tax accounts.

c) Taxi Driver’s Licence

Enclosed in Council’s package was information regarding Taxi Drivers Licence.

d) Fines Report – December 2008

Enclosed in Council’s package was the Fines Report for December 2008.

e) Atlantic Conference on Disaster Management

The Atlantic Conference on Disaster Management will be held in St. John’s, April 28-30, 2009.

f) Fuel Pricing

Enclosed in Council’s package was the fuel pricing for November 20, December 11, 18, 2008 and February 8, 15, 2009.

g) Motion to Rescind

It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor J. Saunders that the 9(f) motion of the 43rd Council meeting held on December 16, 2008 be rescinded:


“It was moved by Deputy Mayor S. Oliver seconded by Councillor P. Tsibidis that interest of one (1) per cent per month compounded  be charged on all unpaid arrears invoices that are not paid by due date effective January 1, 2009.”

Motion Carried unanimously.

h) Interest



It was moved by Councillor M. Kelly seconded by Councillor B. MacKey that effective January 1, 2009 a simple interest rate of one (1) percent per month be charged on all unpaid arrears invoices that are not paid in full by their due date. Motion Carried unanimously.
i) Meeting

Committee recommends that the Town Manager arrange a meeting with all emergency plan partners to review and update the Emergency Plan.
j)
Special Olympics Request
A late request received before today’s Council meeting from Special Olympics requesting a donation of $2,000 per year for travel expenses to attend summer games will be referred to the February Finance and Administration Committee report.

j) Letter from Union of National Defence Employees – information item.

k) Request – Happy Valley-Goose Bay Ground Search and Rescue Team
Committee recommends approving a request from the Happy Valley-Goose Bay Ground Search and Rescue Team for Council to apply for a Joint Emergency Preparedness grant to purchase two wide track snowmobiles equipped with GPS and Spot tracking units – a cost to be shared by JEPP and GSAR Team.
l) Request from Big Land Challenge Dog Team Committee

A late request received before today’s Council meeting from The Big Land Challenge Dog Team Race Committee for a contribution to their event will be referred to the February Finance and Administration Committee report.

m) Complaint Report December 2008 – info item

n) Request from SnoBreak

A late request received before today’s Council meeting from the SnoBreak Committee for a donation of $1,800.00 to go towards offsetting SnoBreak expenses will be referred to the February Finance and Administration Committee report.
The Mayor returned to the Chair at 6:22 p.m.



10
APROVAL OF CHEQUES

It was moved by Deputy Mayor S. Oliver seconded by Councillor D. Clarke to approve cheques in the amount of $406,113.36. Motion Carried unanimously.
	Cheque 

Number
	Vendor
	Amount

	00003292
	Goose Bay Wholesalers
	$785.02

	00003293
	Goose Sales & Service
	$2,209.92

	00003353
	10122 Newfoundland Ltd
	$734.50

	00003356
	Carol Automobile Ltd
	$3,625.59

	00003367
	Naskaupi Woodworkers
	$2,599.00

	00003370
	Nortrax
	$549.08

	00003375
	Strongco Equipment
	$4,034.42

	00003379
	Wajax Industries
	$583.93

	00003468
	Mista Shipu
	$290,429.06

	00003469
	Atlantic Purifications
	$796.55

	00003475
	Frenchies Service Cenyer
	$2,180.73

	00003476
	Goose Bay Wholesalers
	$1,426.81

	00003484
	Melville Communications
	$864.40

	00003486
	NE Parrott Surveys
	$1,410.78

	00003487
	National Shoe
	$1,209.04

	00003493
	Profire Sales & Service
	$1,715.34

	00003498
	Saunders Equipment
	$1,380.86

	00003499
	Sojourn Enterprises
	$1,526.02

	00003500
	Speedy Glass
	$2,256.86

	00003506
	Toromont Cat
	$11,129.37

	00003508
	TST Overland
	$600.86

	00003511
	Valley Business
	$579.96

	00003512
	Viking Police & Security
	$546.88

	00003587
	Daniel Bursey
	$1000.00

	00003592
	Computers & Communications
	13,848.15

	00003593
	Cummins Diesel
	$621.30






	00003602
	Goose Bay Wholesalers
	$1,060.08

	00003603
	Goose Sales & Service
	$4,186.49

	00003610
	Labrador Motors
	$1,092.72

	00003611
	Labradorian Printers
	$621.50

	00003612
	Mediation Development
	$593.25

	00003614
	Mokami Travel
	$3,198.66

	00003615
	Moktech 2000 Ltd
	$772.08

	00003616
	Morneau Sobeco
	$1,892.19

	00003617
	Municipal Assessment Agency
	$27,475.00

	00003618
	NE Parrott Surveys
	$2,542.50

	00003619
	National Shoe
	$585.49

	00003627
	Provincial Airlines
	$503.86

	00003629
	Saunders Equipment
	$3,592.18

	00003640
	Western Pump Services
	$7,368.80

	00003641
	Windco Enterprises
	$849.08

	00003620
	NL Association Fire Services
	$1,135.05

	
	Total
	$406,113.36


11 COUNCILLORS FORUM
a) Councillor MacKey commented on the Serco/ UNDE strike and noted that from the town’s perspective the town is trying to do everything they can to get these parties back to the bargaining table.
b) Councillor Kelly urged Serco and the Union to get back to the bargaining table.
c) Councillor Saunders concurred with getting back to the bargaining table.
d) Councillor Clarke queried the town taking out an ad asking the public to drive carefully through the picket line and to respect the picket line.
e) 

Mayor Abbass advised that letters have been sent to SERCO UK and UNDE. The strike is having an effect on businesses in town.
f)
Mayor Abbass asked the Town Manager to invite John Moore to speak to Council.
f) Mayor Abbass requested the Town Manager set up a meeting at the Town Hall between the Mayor and the Base Commander.
g) Mayor Abbass encouraged all Council to read through the Provincial Labrador Regional Recreation Facility Study. The Recreation Director is also doing research on this document.
h) Mayor Abbass informed Council that Elsie Colbert,, wife of former Councillor Ken Colbert,  has passed away. He requested that a sympathy card and flowers be sent.
The meeting adjourned for a short recess at 6:35 p.m. reconvening at 6:45 p.m. with a Business Session.
12.

BUSINESS SESSION
a)
E- Mail Regarding Snow Clearing

The Town Manager has dealt with this item.

b)
Emergency Plan

The Council discussed the Town’s Emergency Plan.
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

MAYOR LEO ABBASS 


TOWN CLERK VALERIE SHEPPARD
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