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The 5th meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay was held on December 15, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. and called to order by Mayor Leo Abbass.
Present:

Mayor Leo Abbass
Deputy Mayor Stan Oliver
Councillor George Andrews
Councillor Lidija Chubbs 

Councillor Bill Mackey
Councillor Arlene Michelin 
Councillor Brenda Way
Town Clerk Valerie Sheppard 
Director of Economic Development Karen Wheeler
Recording Secretary Kathy Eddy 
Mayor Abbass informed the gallery that delegations would be limited to five (5) minutes. At four (4) minutes you will hear a bell ring to indicate you have one (1) minute left to conclude your topic.
1.
DELEGATION- Denise Earles
a)
Denise Earles made reference to her attendance at the last Council meeting. Mayor Abbass informed her that he will not entertain this matter and upon advice from Municipal Affairs, not to speak on this in a public forum. Mayor Abbass recessed at 4:05 PM to the Town Manager’s office to speak with Council regarding the matter. Councillor Andrews and Councillor Mackey remained in Council chambers. At 4:15 PM they returned to chambers where Mayor Abbass passed the gavel over to Councillor Mackey after Deputy Mayor Oliver refused and Councillor Mackey being the next most senior Councillor. Mayor Abbass and Deputy Mayor Oliver then dismissed themselves from the Chambers stating that this matter is inappropriate for this session.
Ms. Earles went on to express her opinion of the poor handling of the matter. She said that the Town Policy concerning this matter needs to be updated, the disciplinary action listed and the contact information corrected. She made reference to a letter from Al Durno stating that she was not sure who the letter was from despite that it was signed by Mr. Durno and she suggested clarification. 

She stated that in her opinion the Mayor Abbass was receiving poor legal advice and that he was intimidating Council into taking this advice. She urged Council not to be “lead down the garden path” and to make their own decision regarding this matter.
b)
DELEGATION- Eldred Davis

Mr. Davis spoke about the disruption of the Grand River due to the Lower Churchill Development. He inquired about the meeting the Town Council had with Nalcor and was informed by Mayor Abbass that this meeting was to discuss emergency measures. He asked that Council clarify where they stand on this issue. Councillor Chubbs informed Mr. Davis that Council has not had the opportunity to review the negative impacts yet but that it is on their agenda.
c)
DELEGATION- Clarice Rudkowski

Ms. Rudkowski made reference to the meeting with Nalcor to discuss emergency measures and questioned if consideration was given to the possibility of the dam breaking. Mayor Abbass informed her that this was one of the items addressed. She asked if Grand River Keeper could have an opportunity to present their side of the issue in the New Year. Mayor Abbass asked Director Wheeler to set up this meeting.
d)
DELEGATION- Gerald Dyson
Mr. Dyson announced that the issue he had concerning the low power lines on Cartwright Road had been resolved. 

He spoke of the walking trail along Mud Lake Road and questioned why it would be adjacent to the sewer channel. Councillor Mackey advised that when the Sewer Treatment Plant is in place, this will be a pleasant place to walk. Mayor Abbass informed Mr. Dyson that they met with Bruce McGrath of Municipal Affairs today and that they had the go ahead to finish the design work and get the tenders drawn up to start work in the spring.
Mr. Dyson also gave his opinion of the Lower Churchill development and the effect it will have on the caribou herds.

e)
DELEGATION-Lorraine Hagerty



Ms. Hagerty referred to an application for a cabin lot on Churchill Falls Road that was denied some time ago. She questioned whether or not a policy has been put in place to address these applications.
2
ADOPTION OF AGENDA OF THE 5th MEETING
It was moved by Deputy Mayor Oliver seconded by Councillor Andrews to adopt the agenda of the 5th 

meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay. Motion Carried unanimously
3
ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF the 3rd & 4th MEETING
It was moved by Deputy Mayor Oliver seconded by Councillor Mackey to approve the adoption of the minutes of the 3rd & 4th meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay. Motion Carried unanimously.
4
ACTION PEPORT



a)
Councillor Andrews referred to Item 11 d) stating that it was the Mayor that suggested putting a letter in each Heavy Equipment Operator’s paycheque.
b)
Mayor Abbass referred to item 11 (g) and stated that he had been speaking to John Moore and that it is common for a forty eight (48) hour notice prior to delegations. He asked to put this on the Finance and Administration agenda for recommendation.
c)
Mayor Abbass referred to item 5 (a) of Correspondence saying that he suggested Council give consideration to this event.
 5
CORRESPONDENCE

There were 8 Incoming and 20 Outgoing letters in the Council Package.
a) Mayor Abbass informed Council that he had attended a meeting with Shaun MacLean at the Labrador Friendship Center regarding the housing initiative. He asked to have a letter sent to Mr. MacLean requesting him to meet with Council concerning this project.
b) Councillor Andrews queried letter #2. In the New Year Council will review the by laws to determine which violations will be ticketed.
6
MUNICIPAL SERVICES COMMITTEE – Councillor Bill Mackey

It was moved by Councillor Mackey seconded by    

 Councillor Michelin to approve the Municipal Services
 Committee Report with the exception of item (2) being   

 referred back to Municipal Services Committee for 
 clarification in light of new information. Motion carried   
 unanimously.

1.
Land Application-Ramsey White 
Application received from Ramsey White for Crown Land approximately 4m x 30m located adjacent to his existing property on 53 Montagnais Road to be used for snow clearing purposes. Committee recommends approval.

2.
Land Application- Monica Curl   *SEPARATE ITEM*
Application received from Monica Curl for Crown Land 450 x 450 M located on Corte Real Road to be used for Agriculture. Committee recommends that in light of new information, this item be referred back to committee.
3.
Request-Andy Turnbull
Request received from Andy Turnbull to operate a phone and fax service to offer commercial photography and marketing consulting services to the general public at his rental property located at 25A Mesher Street. Committee recommends approval subject to the following conditions: a) the request to be advertised for public input and b) storage of materials not permitted on site.

4.
Occupational Health & Safety Manual
Attached is an inspection officer’s report from the Department of Government Services indicating the compliance of the implementation of the document. Committee recommends that Council meet with staff to finalize and implement the safety Manual.

5.
Meetings
Committee recommends that staff arrange to reconvene meetings with DND and Serco to discuss the water supply.
7
TOURISM, PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE – Councillor B. MacKey

It was moved by Councillor Michelin seconded by Councillor Andrews to approve the Tourism Parks and Recreation Committee Report as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Councillor Michelin commented on the great success of  the Winter Lights Celebrations. She asked that thank you letters be sent to the Winter Lights Committee, the judges and the organizations involved. She also stated that the Winter Lights Judges stressed that the Town should have a representative attend the presentation in PEI. The Mayor recommended the Chair attend and asked to include it in the 2010 budget. She also commented on the great turn out at the Santa Claus Parade and the Tree Lighting Ceremony.
1.
Parks and Recreation Committee Report
Enclosed in Council Package is the Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for the period November 18th to December 7th, 2009.

2.
Letter
Committee recommends that Council write a letter to Patti Fleming at the Friendship Center congratulating her on the coordination of the annual Seniors Dinner & Dance held on Friday, December 4/09. 

3.
Lake Melville Dog Park Association
Enclosed in Council Package is a letter from the Lake Melville Dog Park Association regarding land for the park. Committee recommends that staff arrange a meeting with the committee to discuss different areas of town.

8
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – Councillor B. Way
It was moved by Councillor Way seconded by Councillor Mackey to approve the Economic Development Committee Report. Motion carried unanimously.
1.
Regional Marketing Committee

Committee recommends that the Council apply for funding through the Labour Market Partnership to acquire a consultant to assist with the Regional Marketing Plan.

2.
Lower Churchill Project
Committee recommends that Council apply for funding through the Labour Market Partnership to acquire a 
person to assist with the research needed for the Lower Churchill Project.

3.
Information Items
-Institute for Environmental Monitoring & Research Board meeting summary held on November 23-25, 2009.

-Aurora Energy press release issued last week by Frontier Resources regarding Aurora Energy’s Michelin Project.

-Hospitality Newfoundland & Labrador first call for nominations to their Board of Directors.

-Provincial Government Fall Update copy attached.

-Pre-budget consultation minutes from the meeting held December 2, 2009.

-Attached is a list of meetings attended for the period November 18-December 7/09 and also upcoming meetings for December.

4.
Hospitality Newfoundland & Labrador
Committee recommends that we maintain our membership and refer the cost of the AGM attendance to the 2010 Budget.

5.
Meeting 

Committee recommends the town staff arrange a meeting with Mud Lake, North West River, Sheshatshiu and 5Wing Goose Bay to discuss an emergency plan.
9
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE – Deputy Mayor S. Oliver

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Oliver seconded by Councillor Michelin to approve the Finance and Administration Committee report as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
11.
Request for Funding
Request received from the Melville Ministerial Association for financial assistance towards their annual Christmas Hamper Project. Committee recommends to contribute $500.00
2.
Fuel Pricing
Enclosed in Council Package is the Fuel pricing Report for December 3/09.

3.
2010 Budget
Committee recommends that Council write the Minister of Municipal Affairs requesting an extension to the 2010 Budget Submission to February 28, 2010 due to staffing issues.
4.
Letter
Committee recommends that Council write Mr. Gary Janes thanking him for his help in the hiring process.

5.
Staff
Committee recommends that the Confidential Secretary be given a three percent raise in salary after successfully completing her probationary period.
6.
Appointment

Committee recommends to appoint Cliff Sampson as acting Superintendent of Works Road Maintenance effective December 9, 2009 to January 14, 2010.

10.
APROVAL OF CHEQUES

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Oliver seconded by Councillor Mackey to approve the cheques in the amount of $368,594.38. Motion carried unanimously.
Councillor Andrews queried Cheque #00007104 asking if the invoice for $1000.00 should be cash or a gift certificate.

Councillor Andrews queried if there was an invoice for cheque #00007131. The invoice was attached to the purchase order.
Councillor Andrews queried the invoice attached to  #00003830 regarding charges for phone calls.
	CHEQUE 

NUMBER
	PAY TO THE ORDER OF
	CHEQUE AMOUNT

	00006757
	Mega-Tech
	          779.70

	00006768
	Sampson Photo
	          675.00

	00006770
	Mista-Shipu Construction Ltd.
	     19,797.60

	00006771
	Nebs Business Products Ltd.
	       1,046.33

	00006819
	Carpet Man (The)
	          624.89

	00006827
	HBC Corporate & Olympic Sales
	        2,133.13

	00003830
	Morneau Sobeco Ltd. Partnership
	        1,004.57

	00006838
	Terry’s Tents & Shoe Repair
	           655.24

	00006839
	Transcontinental Media
	        1,067.02

	00009606
	Baffin Regional Chamber of Commerce
	       3,213.00

	00006908
	Case Atlantic Construction
	          812.83

	00006909
	Combined Councils of Labrador
	       3,000.00

	00006910
	Eastern Canada
	     17,472.59

	00006914
	Medical West Supplies Inc.
	       5,061.68

	00006916
	Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador
	       5,359.56

	00006917
	Newcap Broadcasting
	       1,695.00

	00006921
	Speedy Glass (Labrador) 8143
	       1,648.29

	00006922
	Thomas Industrial Sales Ltd.
	       6,960.80

	00006932
	Speedy Glass (Labrador) 8143
	       1,152.46

	00006942
	Goose Bay Wholesalers Limited
	         895.40

	00006943
	Goose Sales & Servces Ltd.
	       4,965.19

	00006947
	Gary Janes
	         780.30

	00006963
	Bentley’s Beer Market
	       1,530.59

	00007079
	A.L.P.A. Equipment Ltd.
	       1,788.42

	00007083
	Bursey, Daniel
	       1,000.00

	00007085
	East-Chem
	       2,757.20

	00007086
	Emco Corporation Waterworks
	       3,228.14

	00007102
	Melville Public Library
	       5,000.00

	00007104
	Mokami Travel Service Ltd.
	       2,777.12

	00007108
	Newfoundland Occupational Safety Consultants 
	       4,208.27

	00007112
	Nor-Lab Limited
	         574.72

	00007121
	Saunders Equipment Ltd.
	         517.25

	00007122
	SMSEquipment
	       2,088.86

	00007124
	Stone Valley Equipment
	      1,331.60

	00007126
	Toromont Cat
	      1,677.89

	00007091
	Goose Bay Wholesalers Limited
	      1,937.62

	00007094
	Hamilton Systems & Sales Ltd.
	      4,896.40

	00007098
	Labrador Construction Ltd.
	         542.40

	00007099
	Labrador Motors Ltd.
	      1,170.38

	00007128
	Case Atlantic Construction
	  248,538.48

	00007129
	Melville Communications
	      1,412.42

	00007131
	The Telegram
	        816.04

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	$   368,594.38
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COUNCILLORS FORUM
a)
Councillor Way opened Councillor’s Forum by passing on Christmas Greetings to all.
b)
Councillor Michelin thanked everyone involved in the Winter Lights, Tree Lighting and Santa Claus Parade. She was very pleased to see such a great turn out and such strong support from the community. She spoke of the Sliding event held this year with Santa dropping by on a dog team and how excited the kids were. She wished everyone a Merry Christmas and reminded everyone not to drink and drive.
c)
Councillor Andrews asked that a letter be sent to CONA and NL Hydro thanking them for their contributions to the Winter Lights decorations. 

He stated that bringing in the bell and limiting the  delegations to five (5) minutes is a good idea.
He also passed on Christmas Greetings to all.

d)
Councillor Mackey also commented on the great success of the Winter Lights celebrations and commended the staff for their continued support. 

He was pleased to announce that once again Serco employees made a very generous cash donation to the Food Bank as well as 20 boxes of food.

He encouraged everyone to enjoy the holidays with family and friends.
e) 
Councillor Chubbs thanked the gallery for their support.

Councillor Chubbs was pleased to see residents of Happy Valley-Goose Bay reporting various illegal dump sites so this type of activity can be avoided.

Councillor Chubbs closed by thanking Councillor Michelin and all those involved on the great success of the Winter Lights and the beautiful decorations. She wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
f)
Deputy Mayor Oliver also thanked Councillor Michelin for the success of the Winter Lights. He offered thanks to the Serco employees for their generous donation and stated that because of donations like this, the Food Bank is able to help communities on the coast as well.

He was pleased with the turn out at the Pre-budget Consultations and advised that the submissions are posted on the web site.
Deputy Mayor Oliver welcomed Mr. Fred Loxton back to the gallery and wished everyone a Happy Holiday Season. 

g)
Mayor Abbass addressed Mr. Dyson, Mr. Davis and Mr. Loxton and thanked them for their continuous support each month. 

Mayor Abbass was pleased to see that Phase III of the Trans Labrador Highway will be officially opened on Wednesday, December 16th. However, it looks like weather may delay the events planned. 

Mayor Abbass advised that he met with Bruce McGrath regarding the Mealy Mountain Auditorium and Mr. McGrath was very pleased with the way things were kept in order. Mr. McGrath would also like to meet with Council regarding the Sewer Treatment Plant project.

Mayor Abbass suggested that the concerns we have such as the future of the Paddon Home and the request for a local Air Ambulance be forwarded to the President of the Combined Councils of Labrador to be addressed.

Mayor Abbass thanked all staff and Council for their tremendous work on the Winter Lights, Tree Lighting and Santa Claus Parade. He offered thanks to the office staff and Valerie Sheppard, Acting Town Manager for their continued support.

Mayor Abbass said he was pleased to see a great turn out at the Town Christmas party this past weekend and wished everyone a very Merry Christmas.
There being no other business the Open Session adjourned at 5:45 p.m. reconvening at 5:50 p.m. with the Business Session.
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BUSINESS SESSION
a) 
Pension Plan
b)
Garbage Removal 

c)
Training Initiatives
d)
Letter from CUPE
e)
Info Item
f)
Letter
g) 
Info Item-Ballot
h)
Union Negotiations
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.


MAYOR LEO ABBASS 


TOWN CLERK VALERIE SHEPPARD
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