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Char Russell, Janice O'Neil, Melissa Stevens, Tina Pilgrim and Annett Davis of Labrador Construction showing off their sports attire at the Expolympics Sports Spectacular. Adam Randell photo

2009 Expo Labrador a success 



CHELCIE SOROKA 
The Labradorian

The 2009 Expo Labrador was successful, despite the economic downturn, says Ernie McLean, Executive Chair for the Central Labrador Economic Development Board.

Mr. McLean said the organizing committee for the Expo was worried that the current state of the economy would result in a lower attendance than previous years but as it turned out, their fears were unnecessary.

"We lost a few people, but gained a few too, which is always interesting," Mr. McLean said.

Mr. McLean said the conference and trade show was particularly successful this year.

It "was very successful this year, as it relates to the fact that the economy is not in real good spirits yet."

"I think people are thinking a little longer term than just the present and are therefore taking part in these kinds of events: so we can get some work done in the" meantime, Mr. McLean said.

"I think the topics we picked were very suitable for this time."

Mr. McLean said there are always things that can be improved on when organizing an annual event, but that he does not foresee any major changes for next year.

"We'll sit down, probably within the next month or two to determine what our theme will be for next year, based on what we've gone through in the past few years."

"We want to [choose the theme] so we can start making early contact with the appropriate people," Mr. McLean said.

"But overall, we're just pleased with the way it went. Comments I've heard from the delegates and [other people] were very favourable. They thought it was well done, so we're quite pleased with that."
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