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More Labradorians hitting the books 


BY LORIE O'HALLORAN 
The Labradorian

The College of the North Atlantic is one of four colleges across the province that is reporting large increases in enrollment.

Winnie Montague, Happy Valley-Goose Bay's campus administrator, said although some of their trades are down the Happy Valley-Goose Bay campus still saw an enrollment increase of 17 per cent.

Last year the college had 260 students enrolled and this year there are 330 students, she said.

"This is the highest it's been in years."

According to a press release issued by the college's communications specialist, it attributed the increase to such programs as Adult Basic Education, Comprehensive Arts and Science Transition/Transfer programs, Aboriginal Bridging program and Licenced Practical Nurse program.

Ms. Montague said there are 18 students enrolled in the Licenced Practical Nurse program and 15 in the Aboriginal Bridging program.

"I think with the Adult Basic Education program, we can't keep up with the demand and the reason for this is people are seeing the value of the basic academic skills."

Some students find the Comprehensive Arts and Science Transfer program beneficial because it only requires a 60 per cent high school average to enter the program, unlike the 70 per cent required at a University, Ms. Montague said.

"Because we have smaller class sizes, students get more one-on-one attention and when they go off to University, we've heard back that they are some of the best students in second year."

Ms. Montague said the college has stepped up its recruitment efforts this year.

"One thing we did this year was hold a spring orientation session."

Students who had applied were invited to come to the college to meet their instructors and learn about their programs.

"We think this was very effective."

The Happy Valley-Goose Bay campus hosted the spring orientation as part of a pilot project, held with four other campuses.

"We will definitely be holding it again next year."
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