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	New school opens 
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Students of Ecole Boreale gathered outside to view their new school. From the back left, Mrs. Zohra (teacher), Mrs. Joanna (education assistant), Mr. Serge (director), Brittany, Mrs. Nancy (teacher), Ms.Morganne (education assistant), middle, Sarah, Brooke, Gabrielle, Jared, Éléonore, front Mathilde, Alek, Noah, Sophia, Victoria, Bryton, and Elliot.

After being bounced around and cramped up in small rooms, the Ecole Boreale school in Happy Valley-Goose Bay finally has a new place to call home.

The doors to the new building opened last week, providing the 15 K-12 and pre-kindergarten students with a state of the art school.

The new school has the capacity to enrol 60 students and it is equipped with heated floors for story time in three classrooms, lights are programmed with motion detectors to serve as energy savers, electronics in the washroom so students don't have to touch anything, a smart board and a computer for every student, a moveable wall to create a multi-purpose room and a lot of other perks.

One person who couldn't be happier with how the facility turned out is Serge Gobat, principle for Ecole Boreale.

Mr. Gobat said this project has been seven years in the making, and during this period of time his students have been bounced around a fair bit.

Before the new school, Mr. Gabot said his old school was on 5 Wing and following that in an annex on the back of Queen of Peace school.

He said their former location was small and lacked in facilities.

"In the old school we didn't have our own bathrooms, we didn't have water, the rooms were very small; myself, I didn't have an office or even a desk," Mr. Gabot said.

He said when the pre-school left its former location and moved in with the rest of the school, things got a little smaller again.

"Now it's really modern, and easier to teach," he said.

Mr. Gobat said everybody seems to be enjoying the new facility, but no one as much as the students.

He said the school had closed for six days so everything could be packed up and moved to the new location.

He said the kids were anxious that morning.

"When they arrived and got off of the bus, it was a bit crazy, they were like 'awww! I want to see the new school," Mr. Gobat said. "For them it was like a new toy and I think it was the same for everybody who works here."

John Hickey, Minister of Labrador Affairs, said he's excited about the opening of the new school.

Minister Hickey said the provincial government has invested $2.2 million into the project and an additional $300,000 was provided under the Canada Newfoundland Labrador agreement for minority language education and second official second language instruction.

"French is our second language in this country so it's very important kids have the opportunity to learn French and be educated in French," he said. "It's another good investment for the town of Happy Valley-Goose Bay."
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