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A small group of residents interested in the proposed Lower Churchill Hydroelectric Generation project showed up at the Labrador Interpretation Centre last Monday night to listen to details of the project and learn about the environmental assessment process.

Terry Johnstone and Livain Michaud, secretariat for the Joint Panel reviewing the project, talked to the group about how they could get involved in the assessment of the project.

The public information session held last Monday night is one out of six sessions happening around the province. Last Tuesday night a session was held in Hopedale, and Mud Lake. On Wednesday night one was held in Rigolet and on Thursday night one was held in St. John's and one in Sept-Iles, Quebec.

Mr. Johnstone began by making it clear that the current assessment being done is on the purposed activities for Labrador only; they are not looking at transmission lines to the Island or other markets.

After the presentation Mr. Johnstone and Mr. Michaud fielded questions from the public on the project.

Most of the questions were related to specific details of the project, which neither gentleman could answer, as the presentation was basic and aimed at educating the public on the process and how they could get involved.

Mr. Johnstone said as a result of sessions that happened last spring in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador City, Rigolet and Sheshatshiu, 150 new questions were sent to the proponent (Nalcor Energy) for response and clarification.

Mr. Johnstone said to date Nalcor Energy have responded to 18 of the 150 requests, and the responses can be viewed on the Canadian Environmental Assessment's website.

The next step in the assessment will be the holding of public hearings, which are anticipated to begin in the spring of 2010, but will depend Mr. Michaud said the public would be given 45 days notice prior to the beginning of public hearings, so they could prepare for the hearings.

The project

Nalcor Energy proposes to construct and operate two hydroelectric power-generating facilities at Gull Island and Muskrat Falls, and interconnecting transmission lines to the existing Labrador grid.

The two facilities will have a combined power generation capacity of approximately 2,800 megawatts (MW). The Gull Island facility will have a capacity of 2,000 MW, including a dam 99 m high by 1,315 m long with a reservoir 225 km long flooding an additional 85 km2 area. The Muskrat Falls facility will have a capacity of 800 MW, including a dam at the north section 32 m high by 180 m long, and the south section 29 m high by 370 m long with a reservoir 60 km long, flooding an additional 36 km2 area.

Source: Canadian Environmental Assessment website.

The Panel

The panel consists of a group of five experts who were selected based on their knowledge and expertise to review and assess, in an impartial and objective manner, the environmental impact of the proposed project.

The five experts consist of:

Lesley Griffiths is co-principal of Griffiths Muecke, a consulting firm that provides services in the areas of consultation and consensus-building processes, environmental impact assessment, resource management and community development.

Herbert Clarke was a former member of the Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board until July 2008.

Meinhard Doelle is Associate Professor specialized in environmental law at the Dalhousie Law School.

Keith Chaulk is a biologist and Director at the Labrador Institute of the Memorial University.

James Igloliorte is a former law magistrate and Provincial Court Judge in Labrador.

Source: Canadian Environmental Assessment website.

The process

The first step in the process is to determine if an environmental assessment is required.

Step two includes identifying who's involved, which includes notifying other federal parties to determine if it has responsibilities under the environmental assessment.

Step three is the planning of the assessment, which includes the scope of the proposed project, environmental factors that must be considered and timelines.

The next step is to conduct the analysis and prepare the environmental assessment report.

Next a review of the environmental assessment report would take place to ensure it is accurate.

Next a decision would be made on the environmental assessment decision, which would be based on the findings of the report, the responsible authority (ies) decides whether adverse environmental effects are likely to be significant. This decision is taken into account when determining whether the proposed project should proceed.

The last step would be the implementation of mitigation and follow-up program, as appropriate. If the proposal is to be carried out, the mitigation measures identified in the report are incorporated into the design plans and implemented with the project.

Source: Canadian Environmental Assessment website.

Public involvement

Public participation in the environmental assessment is invaluable as protecting Canada's environment is everyone's business. Participation in the federal assessment process ensures an open, balanced process and strengthens the quality and credibility of environmental assessments. Anyone wanting to comment on the purposed Lower Churchill Hydroelectric Generation Project can do so by contacting, Maryse Pineau, panel co-manager, at 1-866-582-1884 or via email at lowerchurchill.review@ceaa-acee.gc.ca, or Tom Graham, panel co-manager, at 709-729-7720 or via email at comments@lcsec.nl.ca.
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