'Not just a paint job' for beleaguered Goose Bay airport
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The authority that runs the cramped and aging airport at Happy Valley-Goose Bay has unveiled its plans for a makeover.
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Goronwy Price said the refurbishment of the HappyValley-Goose Bay airport will be 'a complete and utter renovation.' (CBC) 

The airport has long been the target of complaints that it is too small and too old to handle the amount of traffic that flows through the town, a hub for all of Labrador.

"It's not just a paint job," said Goronwy Price, general manager of the Goose Bay Airport Corporation.

"It's a complete and utter renovation that will position the Goose Bay airport to meet the challenges over the next number of years."

Construction on the $9-million overhaul is scheduled to start in the spring.

Leo Abbass, the mayor of Happy Valley-Goose Bay, said the work cannot start quickly enough, especially because of the airport's impact on people arriving.

"This is their first impression and the impression that we're leaving right now is that we're not with the times," he said.

"The new facility that's been outlined here today will give people the impression of a modern vibrant community."

'It's just too small'

Traveller Ben Ponniuk agreed.

"It's just too small," said Ponniuk, adding that if more than one flight arrives at one time, the tiny airport is overwhelmed.

"It's about time they do something about it."

The work will mean an extra expense for airport users. An existing $12 improvement fee will increase to $20, and patrons will have to pay for short-term parking.

Ponniuk said while he likes the expansion, the extra costs are leaving him cold.

"Oh no," he said. "I don't agree with that at all."

The new terminal is expected to open in 2010.



Read more: http://www.cbc.ca/canada/newfoundland-labrador/story/2008/11/25/goose-airport.html#ixzz0fcOwT3sj
