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· Lawrence O'Brien Auditorium
New auditorium officially named 


LORIE O'HALLORAN 
The Labradorian

A large crowd of very anxious community members joined together last Tuesday morning for the naming of the new long awaited auditorium.

One of those was Hilda Simms, who said the auditorium was simply beautiful.

"I never saw anything like this, we never ever had anything like that here."

Ms. Simms said she thinks the name chosen by the government is excellent. She said Lawrence was such a wonderful man.

MMC vocalists Tyler Thorne and Laura Battcock, both agreed that the new auditorium is a spectacular sight. Tyler said although he never knew or meet Mr. O'Brien, he's heard a lot about what he's done for Labrador and thinks the name picked by the government was appropriate.

Musical performer Donna Roberts said having this facility here, knowing that it is ours, is simply wonderful.

"It is a great day."

Premier Danny Williams said this auditorium is a remarkable edition to the infrastructure of this community; it is unlike any other in the province.

"More importantly this is a performance space that will be run by and for the local community."

Premier Williams said this place would be a showcase for the culture and the people of Labrador.

"Where young Labrador talent can be developed and nurtured."

Premier Williams said he proudly announces what is perhaps the worst kept secret in Labrador.

"This remarkable facility will in fact bear the name of an equally remarkable individual who dedicated his life to the betterment of Labrador and its people; the late, great Lawrence O'Brien."

Clyde Jackman, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Recreation, said this is a unique performance venue, which was, constructed though community and government partnerships and will serve the needs of both emerging and established artists.

"I got a feeling good things are going to happen here."

John Hickey, Minister of Labrador Affairs, said he looks forward to returning to the facility in the not too distant future to attend the official opening of this state of the art facility where Labrador arts and culture will be celebrated and appreciated.

HV-GB Mayor Leo Abbass said this is a facility that was greatly needed, not only in HV-GB but also in Labrador.

"The performers and performances that will take to this stage, will make this province proud of what they produce."

Alice O'Brien said today marks a very special occasion.

"One that recognizes the hard work and dedication of my late husband, Lawrence O'Brien."

Ms. O'Brien said it is very fitting that this facility be named in his honour as he was a great supporter and advocate for young people and the arts community.

"Lawrence would be proud and honoured to see his memory and legacy memorialized in a manner that recognizes his dedication to youth."

MP Todd Russell, who couldn't attend, sent along his regards in a letter, which was read by Minister Jackman: "The honour that you are bestowing on Lawrence O'Brien reminds us of all his years of service to the people of Labrador and how highly regarded he continues to be, both in this community and throughout Labrador."
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