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National Defence Minister Peter MacKay makes a funding announcement to a full crowd at the Canuck Club on Sunday afternoon. Minister MacKay is joined by Shalako Smith, Public Affairs Officer for 5Wing. Lorie O’Halloran photo

HV-GB Mayor positive about 5-Wings future 
[image: image3.png]




 HYPERLINK "javascript:window.print()" \o "blocked::javascript:window.print()" 

Minister Peter MacKay announces funding commitment to environmental clean up

LORIE O'HALLORAN 
The Labradorian

A funding announcement of $300 million for 5 Wing is positive says HV-GB mayor.
Mayor Leo Abbass, who was in St. John’s at the time of the announcement, said anytime you have that kind of money spent in your area it’s a good thing, but it was not the announcement we were hoping for.
“We were hoping for something related to the uniform side of the base with regards to an increase in activity from the Canadian Armed Forces.”
On Sunday afternoon at the 5 Wing Canuck Club, Peter MacKay, minister of National Defence, announced the federal governments continued commitment of $300 million to the 5 Wing Goose Bay Remediation project.
Minister MacKay defended the governments position that the announcement wasn’t old, it is $300 million more being invested into HV-GB, with the money being spent in HV-GB.
He said the $42 million announced for the Gander base was part of an ongoing project to get bases across the country up to standards.
“Certainly the base here in HV-GB was one we invested in with the tower and runway.”
Minister MacKay said one of the projects that are of interest to DND in the future is UAV training.
“This could be a base that could provide good potential for that.”
Mayor Abbass said the minister, from his understanding, has reaffirmed the government’s commitment to 5 Wing Goose Bay with regards to seeking out the operational requirements.
“We have to take the positives that were announced.”
Mayor Abbass said the minister has agreed to meet with the delegation from council within a month.
“Our expectations are high, but they are realistic, we have infrastructure here that can serve in the Canadian Armed Forces or the private sector.”
Mayor Abbass said he was disappointed that he couldn’t be here for the announcement and to have the opportunity to have face-to-face interaction with Minister MacKay.
“I’m happy now that he’s been there and he’s seen the base and he knows what’s at his fingertips.”
Todd Russell, MP for Labrador said the minister has made it clear the government has no intentions of fulfilling its campaign promises that weren’t made in just one election, but three elections in 2005, 2006 and 2008.
MP Russell said the minister says the government can’t bring troops to 5 Wing because of Afghanistan, but Canada was in Afghanistan during all three-election promises.
“There is no plan in place for 5 Wing Goose Bay; there is no vision.”
MP Russell said the announcement wasn’t a surprise to him. He said he was always very skeptical that they were actually going to deliver on their election promises.
“I was disappointed that there wasn’t more of a commitment to the military presence in Goose Bay and to the base. It is very disappointing that there wasn’t something of a more substantial nature for the base.”
In attendance at the meeting representing the town were Councillor Dean Clarke, Economic Development Officer Karen Wheeler, Town Manager Al Durno and Deputy Mayor Stan Oliver. Also in attendance were Minister John Hickey, Labrador and Aboriginal Affairs and MHA for Lake Melville, Mark Nui, Grand Chief of Innu Nation, Peter Penashue, Deputy Grand Chief of Innu Nation, Anastasia Qupee, Mushuau Innu Chief, along with Chris Montague, president of Labrador Métis Nation.
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