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Otter Creek Waterdrome receives $850, 000 worth or renovations. Mitchell White photo

Otter Creek Waterdrome gets new look 



MITCHELL WHITE 
The Labradorian

The construction season is in full swing in Happy Valley - Goose Bay and it seems that everywhere you go you can see crews taking advantage of the short time period.

A crew that may not be visible to the general public is one that is working on expanding the Otter Creek Waterdrome.

The float plane dock will be receiving some major renovations through an $850, 000 project which will double the size of the facility.

"Basically what we're doing is a water-based expansion as well as a land based, sort of industrial park expansion," Goronwy Price, General Manager of the Goose Bay Airport Corporation, said.

Included in those expansions is the extension of the mole frontage, the area where the float planes dock and load, which will double in size as well as the construction of a slipway for hauling the float planes from the water.

"The traditional mole frontage has been around for a number of years," Mr. Price said, "The congestion when you get full aircrafts up here and you've got supplies going over the mole frontage, or the wharf area, is significant and you just don't have enough room to operate. It has been like that for a while."

In recent years, with the mining boom Labrador has witnessed, the facility has seen a huge increase in the number of commercial and private aviation related individuals and organizations availing of their services.

"When the boom is on from a mining exploration the effect of the flights going over the mole frontage down at Otter Creek are significant, with 100 per cent increase in traffic during a four year period when the heavy exploration was going," Mr. Price said.

The Labradorian checked out the site where and caught up with Gordon Hudson who was sweating it out while doing some repairs to the mole frontage.

Mr. Hudson, who loads and fuels the planes, said he has seen the congestion occurring at the facility firsthand.

"Sometimes it's quite touchy with the wind blowing and stuff here, there will be so many planes around here," he said.

Mr. Hudson believes this expansion will make his job much easier.

"Oh yes because now there's going to be a lot more room here then right."

With the announcement of the 2008 moratorium, coupled with the global recession, things have slowed down at the Otter Creek Waterdrome, but Mr. Price is optimistic things will pick up again.

"Although the mining industry has backed off a little bit in the last couple of years, it's a good time to do it when we're a little less busy," he said. "We expect that it will come back and when it does come back we will be ready with the right appropriate space for people to be accommodated."

Apart from the increased accommodations on the waterfront, the surrounding land will be developed to create new lots for the users of the facility.

"We're going to be taking the road and coming in through the back of the lots," Mr. Price said. "And this provides these areas for future expansions. And what we'll do is put the roadway in and have the lots surveyed off. They'll be given a lease for these lots and have to develop them themselves."

In addition to the development of the lots, the site will also see the brush and alders cleared along the road entering the facility, a new fence, which will increase security for the float plane dock and a general clean-up of the site.

Mr. Price said the project is well under way and anticipates that it will finish in about seven weeks. He invites the public to come down and take a look at what is being done.

"It's an attraction for the town now a lot of people are driving down and having a look in the evening times."
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