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Study underway for possible new training facility 


JENNY MCCARTHY 
The Labradorian

John Hickey, Minister of Labrador Affairs said the old Labrador Training Centre needs to be replaced and improved. He said HV-GB could attract big venues like the Newfoundland and Labrador summer games if they had the right infrastructure.

So far $100,000 has already been procured from the Provincial Government for a study into the possibility of a new center.

Both the town and Minister Hickey are waiting on the needs study from Clyde Jackman and the Department of Tourism and Recreation to see how they should proceed. Minister Hickey said the first step towards a centre would be the needs assessment report, which should be released in the next week or two.

The current Labrador Training Centre is owned and operated by the provincial government.

Minister Hickey said the problem with the current centre is it's pool is to small to qualify for hosting big events like the Newfoundland and Labrador Summer Games and the centre isn't of the greatest accessibility, especially for people without vehicles as it is located near the end of Goose Bay and away from residential areas.

He said he would like to see a new centre in the area where Husky Park now sits as the town already has plans to move the ball field to the area beside Mealy Mountain Collegiate School.

Minister Hickey said he hoped the town would jump on board because the project could not go ahead without them.

As for how much the new centre would cost, Minister Hickey didn't know. He said the town of St. Anthony recently took on a similar project. They constructed a new civic center called the Polar Centre and according to a press release issued by the Department of Municipalities in 2001, more than $4.5 million was invested in the project by the provincial government. The Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA) invested another $540,000, and the municipality did contribute more than $560,000 towards the project.

HV-GB Mayor, Leo Abbass said council are waiting for the report as well and will proceed from there. He said he is certain the municipality would be willing to look at a role in the project, but without the study or consulting with council, he couldn't say what that role would be.


